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Maris Piper goes organic for the first time.
It’s the best known, most widely grown and popular potato variety, but up until now it has proved too difficult to
produce an organic version. Now for the first time organic Maris Piper is available in Waitrose. Supplied by the
Produce World Group under its Nature’s Premium brand, it will go on sale in some 40 Waitrose stores from
today (October 28th), giving purchasers of organic vegetables the opportunity to purchase this most versatile
of potatoes for the first time ever.
Gemma Hodgson, Fresh Produce Buyer at Waitrose said: “Maris Pipers are one of our shoppers' favourite
varieties as they are perfect for mash and brilliant for baking, producing a deliciously crispy skin. And so it
seems a little strange to be talking about innovation when it comes to such a well-known potato. Our growers
have been working hard to make an organic crop a reality as Maris Pipers are a particularly tricky variety to
produce. This means we are particularly excited to see them on our shelves for the first time."
Produce World’s Agronomy Manager Simon Faulkner says: “The main challenge is avoiding potato blight.
When you are growing organically we can’t use fungicides to prevent blight. This particular variety is late
maturing and therefore particular prone to that disease, but thankfully this season there has been low blight
pressure.
“At the same time we have had to plan carefully to get just the right location that provides good fertility and
availability of water, while reducing the risk of blight. This means avoiding growing our organic Maris Piper in
close proximity to other potatoes.”

Produce World has worked closely with one of its Expert Grower Partners at A.E. Lenton to produce these
potatoes.

Maris Piper is an excellent all-round potato that can be mashed, baked, chipped or roasted.
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About Produce World Group
The Produce World Group grows and supplies quality fresh vegetables. It is the largest supplier in the UK,
providing produce into major retailers, food service and food manufacturing customers.
Crops supplied by the Group include potatoes, carrots, parsnips, onions, leaks, garlic, cabbage, kale,
cauliflower, broccoli, and Brussels sprouts. As well as conventionally grown vegetables, the Produce World
Group is a leader in the organic category.

The company works with its expert grower partners to grow the widest range of top quality fresh vegetables. It
owns leading organic grower Taylorgrown, and its expert agronomy and procurement team adds value along
the supply chain by working with individual growers, grower cooperatives and joint venture partners.
Crops are washed, graded and packed at Produce World’s sites across the East of England. In addition to its
headquarters in Peterborough, the Group has sites in Lincolnshire and Cambridgeshire.

The company has a values-driven culture which is celebrated every year by its Pride of Produce World
Awards. In addition, these values are manifested through the four pillars of its sustainability programme 4Life.
They are Responsible Sourcing, Environmental Stewardship, Workplace Culture, and Community Impact.
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