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Produce World organics leads the way in green energy
Produce World Yaxley, the Produce World Group’s home of organic vegetables, is leading the way in green
energy by installing 800 solar panels on the two factory buildings at the site. Produce World Group is the UK’s
largest grower and supplier of fresh vegetables, and a leader in the organic vegetables market.

The new 200 kWp solar array will generate approximately 188,000 kWh of electricity each year to help power
the site, and this is the equivalent of the annual electricity needs of 66 semi-detached three-bedroom homes.
The array will be in place for the next 25 years and will save 1,800 tonnes of carbon dioxide during this time –
equivalent to the amount of carbon dioxide generated by driving nine million miles. Each year the solar array
will save 80,000 kg of carbon dioxide.
The installation is part of Produce World Yaxley’s commitment to reduce its energy, water and waste output.
The site is already using a closed-loop water system based on reed beds which forms part of its natural
habitat area which is currently being developed.
Jamie Tointon, Factory Manager at Produce World Yaxley, said: “We are determined to match Produce World
Yaxley’s status as the UK’s largest organic vegetable factory with cutting-edge sustainability credentials. The
solar array means we will be generating our own electricity and will be less reliant on other energy sources.
This will lead to a significant carbon and energy savings on the site.”

M3 Solutions, which installed the solar array, took four weeks to carry out the installation. It was a challenging
task as the demand for high quality organic vegetables means the site is constantly busy with workers and
lorries taking organic produce to leading supermarkets all over the UK.
Guy Chilvers, Business Development Manager at M3 Solutions, says: “When carrying out the installation our
priority was to not interfere with the day-to-day running of the factories. Following an analysis of the site’s
power usage, we decided to use four areas of roof space to fit the 800 SolarWorld panels, which made it one
of the biggest factory roof installations that we had ever done. Overall we are very happy with the final
installation and confident that our carbon saving and electricity generation predictions will be realised during
the next 25 years.”

The Produce World Yaxley solar array and natural habitat projects form part of Produce World Group’s 4Life
strategy which puts sustainability at the core of the business. This prioritises reducing the business’s impact
on the natural environment.
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About Produce World Group
Produce World Group is one of the largest expert growers and suppliers of high quality fresh vegetables in
Europe. It is a privately owned business, founded by the Burgess family in 1898, and the family ethos and
values remain in place. The Produce World Group business is customer and category focused and it is an
industry leader in sustainable and responsible agronomy, growing and lean supply chain management.

Its sourcing is a combination of produce from its own farming division Burgess Farms, joint-ventures, and
collaborative working with dedicated grower groups, supplying a variety of root vegetables, potatoes,
brassicas, alliums, and organic produce to leading retailers, food service and manufacturing customers.
Produce World Group is the UK’s only fresh produce company that regularly donates produce to Fareshare,
which enables the charity to plan more effectively each year. In October 2014 the Produce World Group was
recognised for its work with Fareshare and Feeding the 5000 for redistributing this produce to help tackle food
poverty across the UK by winning the CRTG Best Food Waste Initiative of the Year award. The Waitrose Way
Awards also recognised this work, with the Produce World Group being highly commended for its entry into
the Treading Lightly – Waste award category. In addition, the Produce World Group was highly recommended
in the Champion British award category for its work with the BBC primetime TV programme Harvest, which
aimed to raise consumer awareness of how the nation’s food gets from field to fork.

Produce World Group is leading the way in sustainability, research and innovation in the agriculture sector. In
late 2013 the Produce World Group, in collaboration with other commercial organisations and academic
institutions, was awarded funding through Sainsbury’s Organic Grant to look at innovative pest controls to
improve the growth of organic brassicas. Through Agri-Tech Catalyst funding support, the group is working
with Cranfield University to build on the success of the ‘Soil-for-Life’ project, which aims to inform on-farm
decision making and drive innovation in soil management.
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